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played my part, the eider brother takes me aside and enquires
about the diagnosis and prognosis, or, in plain English, what is
the matter,and what maybe the consequences. On my guarded
reply, he promises compliance with whatever I may prescribe,
and then invites me to sit down and take coffee before any
further doctorings. T show a desire of at once getting things in
order for the patient, but the patient himself in a low voice,
eked out with signs, indicates his wish that I should first and
foremost partake of their hospitality. Were he actually dying
I doubt whether matters could hold another course in these
countries. So dates are brought, pipes are lighted, Doheym
prepares coffee, and the room in which (mind you) the sick man
is lying, fills with visitors. Seclusion makes no part of Arab
treatment; on the contrary it is considered almost a sacred
duty to visit and enliven the sufferer by the most numerous
and the most varied society that can be got together. The
Arab invalid himself has no idea of being left alone; to be
kept in company is all his desire; nay, the same system is
observed even when death occurs in a family, and the sur-
vivor's nearest of kin, son, wife, or husband, keep open house
for many days after in order to receive the greatest amount of
consolatory calls possible, so that the solitude of woe has few
advocates here.

In Doheym's house the visitors are mainly natives of KLaseem,
or Upper Nejed. It was easy to perceive from their bearing
and from the tone of their conversation that the inhabitants of
the above-named provinces were no less superior to those of
Djebel Shomer in whatever is understood by civilization and
general culture, than the Shomerites to those of Djowf, or the
people of Djowf to the Bedouins, Indeed, if my readers will
draw a diagonal line across the map of Arabia from north-west
to south-east, following the direction of my actual journey
through that country, and then distinguish the several regions
of the peninsula by belts of colour brightening while they
represent the respective degrees of advancement in arts, com-
merce, and their kindred acquirements, on the Dupin system,
they will have for the darkest line that nearest to the north,
or Wadi Serhan, while the Djowf, Djebel Shomer, Nejed, yasa,
and their dependencies, grow lighter in succession more and
more, till the belt corresponding to 'Oman should show the